Serving Berlin’s English-speaking Catholic Community since 1957
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Member of the English-Speaking Mission
Mass: Fridays at 6 p.m. in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel
Sundays at 10 a.m. in the main Sanctuary
Interfaith Community Center • Hüttenweg 46 • 14195 Berlin-Dahlem
Phone (030) 8620-3636 • Fax (030) 8620-3638
Email: allsaintsberlin@t-online.de / Website: www.all-saints-berlin.de
Office Hours: Mondays and Thursdays 10-12

May 28th, 2017 – Seventh Sunday of Easter
Readings (Missal p 162 et seqq.): Acts 1:12-14 • Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8 • 1 Pet 4:13-16 • Jn 17:1-11
Welcome to our 10 a.m. Mass at All Saints. Our Celebrant today is Fr. Wolfgang Schonecke, MAfr
Lectors: Jennifer Evans • Eucharistic Ministers: John & Glenda Massey, Johannes Ploog
Greeter: Buck Chisolm • Altar Servers: NN • Hospitality: NN
Designated collection: All Saints

God’s love for us is made visible at every Eucharist
Everybody is rejoicing today, because it is your First Holy Communion Day – a very special day for the ten of you here in the first
row. You have been waiting for receiving the Holy Communion like your parents and older siblings had done before you. You have
prepared yourselves intensively. I am convinced your catechists were a good and reliable help for you on your way. Today, as
every Sunday, we come together here in the All Saints church as a congregation, like a family, to take part in a meal: share a loaf of
bread and a cup of wine. In just a few moments, the bread and wine we offer to God will be offered back to us as the Body and
Blood of Jesus Christ. We will be invited to eat at His table like His friends were invited to eat with Jesus 2000 years ago.
Today marks the first time you will come and eat, yet hopefully it will not be the last time. As the years go by and you grow into a
teenager and then adulthood, the Eucharist, this common meal, this Sunday gathering can become an essential part of your
growth. The many challenges you will face require a strong faith in Jesus’ love and friendship for you. The food that Jesus gives us
helps us grow strong in love of God, and in the love of others such as parents, siblings, teachers, relatives, and friends. The most
important message that Jesus says to us through the Eucharist is that God loves us and cares for us – without condition! God will
never abandon us. When we come to God’s house and eat at God’s table, God’s love for us is made visible time and again, at
every Eucharist. God’s love is so strong and deep that God is ever faithful to our needs. As God loves you with an unlimited love,
God desires you to love and help others.
This is not always easy. Many times in school, we don’t feel like being kind or helping others. We may not feel well: the test didn’t
turn out as well as we expected; someone has hurt us and we are angry; maybe we have even been punished unfairly; perhaps we
just want someone to listen to our side of the story. Yet we can still love and help others. This friendship with Jesus, symbolized in
the Body and Blood of Jesus, can give us the strength to be kind to others even when we don’t feel like it. When you look at the life
of Jesus, you see that many times Jesus was tired and hurt by others, yet he continued to help those who were in need; Jesus was
punished unfairly, yet he never sought hurting others in return. He wanted to forgive them and love them. We are asked to do the
same, just like Jesus.
Not only do we take notice today of you boys and girls who will receive their first Holy Communion. We take notice and give thanks
for all your families and friends and your catechists who are with us this morning. We are truly God’s family nourished by God’s love
in the Eucharist. Parents, you are entrusted with the sacred vocation of continually nourishing your son or daughter in God’s way.
Today you are asked to dedicate yourselves again to this mission by your reception of the Eucharist. In the many trials of your life think back and remember if you have been sustained by the Eucharist, where you have been sustained by your friendship to Jesus,
to God. Think back and remember if you found a way to express your friendship with God? Maybe by participating in the Eucharist?
Today you will receive the Eucharist with your child. The family is the ‘little church’ which is empowered to help build up the
Kingdom of God.
Finally, to all of you who are to receive your first Holy Commu¬nion, there are three words that I want you all to pray many times as
you receive Jesus in the Eucharist today. They are the three words that sum up everything we do at Mass: “Thank you, Jesus” ...
for giving us your life, and for continuing to give us your life in the Eucharist. I ask you all to say in your hearts as you make your
first Holy Communion, “Thank you, Jesus.” When the excitement of the day is all over, and you've opened your cards and gifts, and
had a party and packed your clothes away and when you climb into bed tonight, remember this morning, and tell Jesus you love
Him, and ask Him to bless your Mom and Dad, your sisters and brothers, your Grandmothers and Grandfathers, your aunts and
uncles and cousins and friends and teachers and catechists. And be assured: you are important to Jesus now and always: God
loves you and so do all of us!
cf. https://soundfaith.com/sermons/11157-first-holy-communion

Fr. Wolfgang Felber, SJ

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WELCOME! Visiting for the first time? At the end of Mass, please introduce yourself and tell us
where you are from, so we can welcome you. Please join us for coffee and cake in the Community Hall!

Attendance on May 21st: 204

Collection: All Saints €365.39

Mark your calendars:


June 2nd - Girls Confirmation Class
meets at 18:00 h at the Sulzberger
residence.



June 9th - Girls Confirmation Class
meets at 18:00 h at the Zaby residence.



June 10th – Youth Film Night begins at
1830. Plan to come and see the latest
Star War’s release.



June 11th – All Saints Council meets at
11:15 h in the conference room.



No charge for attending or for refreshments, but, we do
ask that you help us straighten up the Fellowship Hall
when we finish.

June 11th - Boys Confirmation Class
meets at 17:00 h at the Castellon
residence.



Please contact Vanessa (vhansen980@hotmail.com) so
we know how many to prepare refreshment for.

June 18th - Boys Confirmation Class
meets at 17:00 h at the Ching residence.



June 23rd - Girls Confirmation Class
meets at 18:00 h at the Brinda residence.

About Mass at All Saints!



“The All Saints Catholic Community takes great pride
that our congregation comes from all over the world.
This brings to us a multitude of views and also
introduces us to liturgical practices from different
traditions with distinct customs.

June 25th - Girls Confirmation Class
meets at 18:00 h at the Pedussel
residence



June 30th - Boys Confirmation Class
meets at 18:00 h at the Schulze-Makuch
residence.



October 19th – 30th – Pilgrimage to the
Holy Land - Konrad Giersdorf has details.
Contact him at: giersdorf@hotmail.de

Come and watch Rogue One, the latest Star War’s
release on Saturday, June 10th at 18:30 h. to celebrate
the end of the school year.

One such custom may raise the question: “Should I
stand, kneel or even sit during the Eucharistic prayer
(the consecration of bread and wine) during the
service at All Saints?”
The answer is: “Do whatever you are most
comfortable with, determined by what you have
done in the tradition or parish in which you grew up.”
We hope this helps you to participate in our
celebration the way you are used to.

Make a note - Friday Mass
We celebrate weekday Mass in the
Blessed Sacrament Chapel at All Saints
every Friday beginning at 18:00 h.

2017 VELOTHON
60/120 / 180 km races
will be running on June
18th throughout Berlin!
This may make it difficult for you to reach All
Saints by your normal route. You can plan
your route of travel by visiting their website
(http://www.velothon.com/events/velothonberlin.aspx#axzz4hjduDGTo) and viewing the
course.

8th Sunday of Easter, June 4th, 2017, Celebrant: Fr Sylvester Ajunwa
Lectors: Christine Tombarge • Eucharistic Ministers: Glenda Massey, Johannes Ploog, Beate Hausmann
Greeter: Buck Chisolm • Altar Servers: NN • Hospitality: NN
Designated collection: RENOVABIS
Designated collections are for special purposes in the Archdiocese of Berlin and are transferred in full. However, in
agreement with the Archdiocese, All Saints receives no financial support, so we are completely dependent upon
your donations. Please continue to donate to All Saints by using the WHITE ENVELOPES stamped “ALL SAINTS
FUND” and/or transferring your donation to the Pax-Bank account written below. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! •
*Friends of All Saints e.V.*, IBAN: DE15 3706 0193 6001 6690 18, BIC: GENODED1PAX

